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ENTERASYS NETWORKS EXPANDS WIRELESS PORTFOLIO 

New wireless switch and thin access points from the networking vendor 

Enterasys Networks has introduced three wireless products that expand its portfolio: The RoamAbout AP4102 unified access point, the 
AP1002 thin access point, and the 8400 wireless switch. 

Key features of these products include: 

Advanced Wireless Encryption: All three products support 802.11i, which uses AES, the gold standard for wireless encryption. 

- Policy-based Capabilities: Secure Networks policy support goes beyond wireless encryption by automatically applying uniform policy rules across 
both wired and wireless networks to ensure safe networking behavior (both enabling and limiting the locations and protocols for each user, based upon 
their role). For example, employee computers may be allowed access into appropriate segments of the corporate network, but are prevented from 
accessing ports commonly used by worms and viruses. 

- Voice over WiFi: Both new access points support 802.11e, providing the quality of services enterprises require for voice-over-WiFi applications. 

Said John Roese, chief technology officer of Enterasys Networks, "Enterasys sees wireless as an application on the enterprise network, not a separate 
network. These new products make it easy for network managers to deploy the same policies across the entire network with a single click to ensure 
the highest level of security and protection from internal and external threats." 

The RoamAbout 8400 wireless switch is a high-performance switch optimised for data centre deployment. 

It has four Gigabit Ethernet connections, supporting up to 120 access points anywhere across an enterprise network. 

Like the entry-level RoamAbout 8100 switch-which debuted in the second quarter of 2005 and supports 24 access points-the RoamAbout-8400's key 
features include: 

- Self-Healing and Self-Optimising: The network can automatically adjust to changes in the customer's RF environment to ensure high wireless 
throughput. 

- Fast Handoff and Subnet Roaming: Enterasys wireless switches support fast handoff across access points within 25 milliseconds, whether the new 
AP is on the same or a different subnet, and without any change to the client's IP address. 

- Advanced Rogue Handling: The switch can determine the position of the rogue access point, pinpoint its location on a floor plan, and even disconnect 
the rogue AP from the wired network itself. 

- 1:N Redundancy: Each wireless switch supports 1:4 redundancy, allowing a single RoamAbout 8100 or 8400 to backup four active switches of the 
same type, and take over in case any of them fail. 

The AP1002 works with both the RoamAbout 8100 and 8400 wireless switches.  

It supports dual radios, enabling simultaneous "A" and "B/G" operation and providing high throughput on each radio. 

The AP402 is a Unified Access Point, meaning it can operate in standalone mode or in thin mode with the RoamAbout 8100 and 8400 wireless 



switches. 

In addition to having the same capabilities as the AP1002, the AP4102 also supports LAN-LAN connections in either point-to-point or point-to-
multipoint mode.  

The AP4102 also supports two external antennae in standalone mode (one for the "A" band and another for the "B/G" bands), enabling high-gain 
external antennae that operate in workgroup mode and LAN-to-LAN mode. 

The RoamAbout 8400 wireless LAN is available now from Enterasys and its distribution partners at a list price of £8850. 

The AP1002 will be available worldwide in December 2005 at a list price of £330. 

The AP4102 will be generally available worldwide in November 2005 at a list price of GBP515. 

 


